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Higher Education Portfolio



Damon Farber is an award winning landscape architecture and site planning 
firm focused on innovative design, research, and collaboration.  Our portfolio 
includes exceptional outdoor environments of varied scales which reflect 
sensitivity to the natural environment and a dedication to the needs of our 
clients.  We are an experienced team of landscape architects who explore 
and understand all contributing influences on a project and develop solutions 
with long term viability. Our work is enriched through frequent partnerships 
with allied design professionals, engineers, ecologists, historians and artists.

Damon Farber’s multifaceted firm strengths include inspiring design, 
community leadership and engagement, cultural landscapes, campus 
planning, extraordinary graphic abilities, disciplined materials research, and 
fiscal responsibility.  For over 37 years, our portfolio has consistently reflected 
a composed clarity and strong contribution to the built environment. 

FIRM FACTS
 > Established 1981
 > 37 Years In Service
 > Location: Minneapolis, MN
 > Legal Status: Minnesota S Corporation
 > Ownership: Thomas Whitlock, ASLA 
 > 8 Landscape Architects-In-Training 
 > 8 Landscape Architects
 > 4 LEED Accredited Professionals
 > Registered in 8 states: MN, IA, SD, 

ND, IL, MO, KY and PA.

SERVICES
 > Landscape Architecture
 > Site and Master Planning
 > Sustainable Design 
 > Urban Design

KEY PRACTICE AREAS
 > Community
 > Corporate
 > Cultural/Historic
 > Education
 > Government
 > Healthcare

 > Housing
 > Mixed-Use
 > Parks & 

Recreation
 > Transportation
 > Zoo



Higher Education Experience
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Twin Cities Campus
 > Anderson Hall Classroom
 > Anderson Library and Archives
 > Athlete’s Village
 > Bee Research Laboratory
 > Cancer+Cardiovascular Research Building
 > Clinics and Surgery Center 
 > Education Science Building
 > Eldon Siehl Memorial Plaza and Garden
 > Fraser Hall Undergraduate Chemistry 

Teaching Laboratories Facility Renovation
 > Health Clinics and Surgery Center 
 > Mariucci Hockey Arena
 > Microbiology Research Facility
 > Northrup Mall Implementation Plan
 > Physics and Nanotechnology Facility
 > Plant Growth Facility
 > Pleasant Street Corridor
 > Recreational Sports Center
 > Veterinary Diagnostic Isolation Laboratory
 > Veterinary Diagnostic Poultry Laboratory
 > Walter Library Renovation
 > Weisman Art Museum
 > Women’s Hockey and Tennis

Crookston Campus
 > Computer Science Courtyard

Duluth Campus
 > Campus Center and Entry Drive
 > Chemistry and Advanced Materials Science 

Building
 > Sports Complex

Morris Campus
 > Computer Science Laboratory
 > Outreach Facility
 > Science Facility & Library

Rochester Campus
 > Regional Recreation and Sports Center

MINNESOTA STATE COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES 
Anoka Ramsey Community College
 > Fine Arts Facility
 > Wellness Center

Bemidji State University
 > Birch Residence Hall
 > Hagg-Sauer Academic Learning Center

Metropolitan State University
 > Science Education Center

Minnesota State Community & Technical College
 > Student Union 

Minnesota State University Mankato
 > Field House Complex
 > Margaret R Preska Residence Community
 > Julia A Sears Residence Hall

Minnesota State University Rochester
 > University Center

Rochester Community and Technical College
 > Memorial and Plaza Halls Demolition, 

Addition, Central Chiller Plant and 
Renovations

St. Cloud State University
 > Student Health and Academic Renovation

Southwest State University
 > Regional Event Center

Winona State University 
 > Education Village
 > Darrell W Krueger Library
 > Science Center

OUT STATE EXPERIENCE
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
 > Abel Sandoz Courtyard

University of North Dakota
 > Center for Aerospace Research
 > Human Nutrition Laboratory

PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS
Augsburg College
 > Library- Minneapolis, MN

Bethel University
 > Kresge Courtyard 

Gustavus Adolphus College
 > Science Building

Hamline University
 > Mall
 > Science Center

Minneapolis College of Art and Design 
 > Campus Entry

College of St. Benedict
 > Dormitory 
 > Welcome Center

St. Mary’s University
 > Residence Hall

University of Mary
 > Original Priory Renovation

University of St. Thomas
 > Athletic & Recreation Complex
 > Binz Refectory
 > Chapel of St. Thomas Aquinas- Peace 

Garden
 > Fowler Veranda
 > John R. Roach Center for Liberal Arts
 > Quadrangle Renovation
 > Student Center



Master Planning Experience
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Twin Cities Campus
 > Biomedical Discovery District Predesign
 > Lilly David Plaza Enhancements
 > Northeast Quadrant Site Analysis
 > Northrop Auditorium Site Predesign
 > Pleasant Street Corridor
 > Women’s Sports Site Master Plan

Duluth Campus
 > Master Plan Update
 > Chemistry and Advanced Materials Science 

Building Predesign

MINNESOTA STATE COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES
Minnesota State University Moorhead 
 > Landscape Master Plan

Minnesota State University Mankato
 > Master Plan

Winona State University 
 > Master Plan & Master Plan Update

Central Lakes College
 > Master Plan

Century College 
 > Master Plan

Hennepin Technical College 
 > Master Plan

Hibbing Community College 
 > Master Plan

Lake Superior Technical College
 > Master Plan

Minneapolis Community & Technical College 
 > Site and Master Plan Concepts

Riverland Community College
 > Austin Campus

St Cloud Technical & Community College
 > Master Plan

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES & COLLEGES
Bethany Lutheran College
 > Master Plan

Minneapolis College of Art and Design 
 > Campus Entry Plan

Luther Seminary 
 > Campus Master Plan

University of St. Thomas
 > Quadrangle Master Plan
 > Campus Master Plan
 > Grotto Renovation Vision Plan

OUT STATE EXPERIENCE
Mayville State University, ND
 > Master Plan

Valley City State University, ND
 > Campus Master Plan



Student Housing Experience
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Twin Cities Campus
 > Como Student Housing
 > The Elysian Apartments
 > Pillsbury Court Student Housing
 > Seven Corners Student Housing
 > Super Block Promenade
 > Bierman Place
 > Flo-Co Fusion Apartments
 > Stadium Village Flats

Duluth Campus
 > Student Housing

MINNESOTA STATE COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES 
Bemidji State University
 > Birch Residence Hall

Minnesota State University Mankato
 > Margaret R Preska Residence Community
 > Julia A Sears Residence Hall

Minnesota State University Moorhead
 > Residence Hall

PRIVATE INSTITUTION
College of St. Benedict’s
 > Dormitory

St. Mary’s University 
 > Residence Hall

University of St. Thomas
 > Grand & Finn Apartments

OUT STATE EXPERIENCE
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
 > Abel Sandoz Hall Courtyard

Buena Vista University
 > Pierce-White Residence Hall

PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT
Ann Arbor City Apartments
Ann Arbor, MI

Blue Apartments
Greco

Eitel Condominiums
Minneapolis, MN

Flux Apartments
Greco

Excelsior and Grand Apartments
St. Louis Park, MN

Junction Flats
Trammell Crow

Mill District City Apartments
Minneapolis, MN

Nic On 5th Residences
Minneapolis, MN

The Pinnacle
Denver Opus Corporation

The Penfield
Alatus Development

Soo Line City Apartments
Village Green

Track 29 Apartments
Minneapolis, MN 



Cancer + Cardiovascular Research Building
University of Minnesota

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities Campus

 + Budget: $292 M / $6.7 M site
 + Size: 8 acres (overall)
 + Completed: 2013
 + MN B3 Sustainable Building Guidelines

AWARDS
 + ASLA-MN Award of Excellence
 + Cast Stone Institute Award of Excellence

REFERENCE
Monique MacKenzie, Director of Planning
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612.624-3565
E-mail: moniquem@umn.edu

The University of Minnesota’s Academic Health Center developed a vision for a new 
Biomedical Discovery District, (BDD) and secured funding for a $292 million investment. 
The centerpiece of the District is the new Cancer + Cardiovascular Research Buildings. 
The front door and lobby space are setback to embrace a fore court plaza. The plaza 
has a distinct egg shaped green space that provides separation from the street and 
forms two smaller more intimate gathering spaces adjacent to a public café. 

 > Simple and elegantly detailed elements, walls, lighting and furnishings create a 
distinctive sense of welcome, gathering for dining, events, or just sitting and is now 
the signature place of identity for the District. 

 > Sustainable features include rain gardens, infiltration basins, porous paving and an 
intensive green roof which provide stormwater benefits. An outdoor deck connects 
staff and researchers from several buildings onto a collaborative outdoor room.



The redesigned University of St. Thomas lower quadrangle, located in the heart of the 
historic St. Paul campus, is bustling with activity throughout the academic calendar. 
The project successfully created an iconic space that has become one of the main 
marketing images used by the University to attract prospective students and faculty.

 > Connects multiple academic buildings with the library and Anderson Student Center 
as anchors

 > The Quad is the setting for numerous campus events and hosts pre-game tail-
gating for football games. 

 > Design re-configured Quad and student circulation, preserved trees, and provided 
fire truck access.

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Saint Paul, MN
 + Budget: $750,000
 + Size: 4 acres
 + Completed: 2012

AWARDS
 + ASLA-MN Merit Award

REFERENCE
Jim Brummer, Associate Vice 
President for Facilities 
University of St. Thomas
Phone: 651-962-6595
E-mail: brum4505@stthomas.edu 

Quadrangle Renovation
University of St. Thomas 



The Collegiate Gothic style of the historic St. Paul campus is symbolic of the University’s 
educational heritage; to that purpose its built environment must continue to reflect both 
the quality of its programs and the people who attend and teach at the University .  The 
University of St. Thomas Campus Master Plan is a tribute to the shared vision and ideas 
of all stakeholders; it builds on the stewardship of the past and embraces the challenges 
and transformations that higher education will undergo in the coming decades.

 > Goals of the planning effort included; Integrate the south campus with the north 
campus, meet future space demands, assess deferred maintenance, create a 
housing master plan, and integrate with the St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity 
Master Plan, reinforce the town & gown relationship, develop a comprehensive 
parking strategy, achieve the highest & best use of the Summit Block

 > Damon Farber studied a multitude of existing conditions, and prepared in depth 
analysis graphics to inform the master planning process and recommendations

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of St. Thomas -  
Saint Paul, MN

 + Size: 88 acres
 + Completed: 2016

REFERENCE
Jim Brummer, Associate Vice 
President for Facilities 
University of St. Thomas
Phone: 651-962-6595
E-mail: brum4505@stthomas.edu 

Campus Master Plan
University of St. Thomas 



Anderson Student Center and Monahan Plaza
University of St. Thomas

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of St. Thomas -  
Saint Paul, MN

 + Budget: $75 M
 + Completed: 2012
 + LEED® Gold Certification

AWARDS
 + ASLA-MN Merit Award

REFERENCE
Jim Brummer, Associate Vice 
President for Facilities 
University of St. Thomas
Phone: 651-962-6595
E-mail: brum4505@stthomas.edu 

Anderson Student Center along with Monahan Plaza and the renovation of the historic 
quadrangle, has become the campus “living room” of the historic University of St. 
Thomas campus. 

 > An intensive green roof plaza is located over underground parking at the west end 
of the quad. 

 > Programmed to facilitate numerous campus events and host pre-game tail-gating 
for Fall football games, the plaza is bustling with activity throughout the academic 
calendar. 

 > Designed in conjunction with the new Anderson Athletic & Recreation Complex 
the plaza also has a strong relationship with both the historic quadrangle, and the 
existing football stadium. 

 > Student circulation, quad reconfiguration, tree preservation, emergency access, 
outdoor event spaces, and low maintenance landscaping were all carefully planned 
resulting in a project that exceeded all expectations.



Anderson Athletic & Recreation Complex
University of St. Thomas

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of St. 
Thomas - Saint Paul, MN

 + Budget: $57 M
 + Completed: 2010 

AWARDS
 + ASLA-MN Merit Award

REFERENCE
Jim Brummer, Associate Vice 
President for Facilities 
University of St. Thomas
Phone: 651-962-6595
E-mail: brum4505@stthomas.edu 

The new Anderson Athletic and Recreation Complex., located in the heart of the historic 
St. Paul campus is greatly enhancing UST’s athletic and recreation facility offerings. 

 > Damon Farber explored design alternatives to help mititgate this significantly large 
building and ensure that it did not over power the campus landscape. 

 > Along the West facade of the complex DFA worked with the Architects to develop 
design concepts for a new Veranda that now provides 300 premium seats perched 
above the Football Stadium. 

 > Designed in conjunction with the new Anderson Student Center the two projects will 
have a strong relationship to each other, the historic quadrangle, and the existing 
football stadium. 

 > Student circulation, fire truck access, outdoor event spaces, and low maintenance 
landscaping are all coordinated to ensure a successful addition to the campus.



Athlete’s Village
University of Minnesota 

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities Campus

 + Pre-Design, Schematic, Design 
Development, Construction Documents, 
Construction Administration

 + Budget: $166 M
 + Completion: 2018

REFERENCE
Andrew Caddock
Senior Planner - University of 
Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612-624-9555
Email: caddock@umn.edu

Looking to update the current student-athlete practice facilities, the University of 
Minnesota initiated the Nothing Short of Greatness campaign, creating a vision  for the 
Athlete’s Village as the flagship facility for the entire Athletics Department. The Athlete’s 
Village will foster student wellness and development through three new buildings, and 
at the heart of those buildings is the Village Plaza, a space for Gopher Sports to be 
celebrated for decades to come. 

 > Center for Excellence will feature a new state-of-the-art front door for The Athletics 
Department. 

 > A network of interconnecting open spaces – plazas, circulation corridors, and 
streetscapes physically link buildings within the district and support the movement 
to other athletic destinations and amenities across campus.

 > Emphasis was placed on designing spaces that support student-athlete life, game 
day events, recruiting, and year round enjoyment spaces for all visitors.

 > The District landscape promotes cohesiveness through the consistent use of 
materials that promote a strong ‘brand’ for Gopher Athletics, and the state of 
Minnesota. 



Education Village
Winona State University

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Winona State University 
Winona Minnesota

 + Site Budget: $1.1 M
 + Completed: Anticipated 2018

REFERENCE
Dr. Tarrell Portman, 
Dean of the College of Education
Winona State University
Phone: 507.457.2876
E-mail: tportman@winona.edu

The Village will serve students and faculty in the College of Education departments and 
in content-area programs such as STEM, communications, health, art, music, social 
studies, language, international education, physical education, etc. Outdoor lab spaces 
will provide observation areas and accommodations for university students and faculty to 
interact with Pk-12 students and their teachers. There will be specialized areas designed 
for assistive/adaptive learning. 

 > The Village is adjacent to the WSU main campus and a retirement center, and will 
renovate a vacated elementary school. Wabasha Hall already includes a child 
care center in one of the buildings which is establishing the groundwork of the 
community.

 > Village outdoor facilities will be equipped with gathering nodes, resources and 
equipment necessary for the preparation of tomorrow’s teachers, counselors, 
coaches, and educational leaders. 

 > The landscape will promote daily learning and provide diverse outdoor experiences 
for individual students and the surrounding community to enjoy.



Residence & Dining Hall Courtyard
University of Nebraska Lincoln

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, Abel Sandoz Hall

 + Budget: $200,000
 + Size: 
 + Completed: 2010

The Abel Sandoz Dining Facility and exterior courtyard is the new sought after space on 
campus and was designed to accommodate events for as many as 550 people. This 
transformation of the formerly dilapidated courtyard is located between Able Sandoz 
Hall and a campus dining facility. 

 > The plan has an underlying linear concept to accentuate the long space surrounded 
on all four sides by campus dining and residence hall buildings.

 > The design features include an Ipe wood deck, a sunken accessible lawn area, a 
water trough complete with stormwater collection wiers, and long linear precast 
concrete seat walls that are illuminated at night with a soft ‘Cornhusker Red’ glow. 

 > Landscape plantings, specifically chosen for low maintenance, are incorporated to 
soften the space and provide privacy. Five Maple trees vertically divide the space 
lending future privacy from residence windows above, and will also reflect the 
school’s colors come Fall. 



PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of Minnesota, 
Twin Cities Campus

 + Budget: $292 M / $6.7 M site
 + Size: 8 acres
 + Completed: 2013
 + MN B3 Sustainable Building Guidelines

AWARDS
 + ASLA-MN Award of Excellence
 + Cast Stone Institute Award of Excellence

REFERENCE
Monique MacKenzie, Director of Planning
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612.624-3565
E-mail: moniquem@umn.edu

To improve both the working environment and sustainability for the Cancer + Cardiovascular 
and Research Building (CCRB), part of University of Minnesota’s Academic Health Center 
and Biomedical Discovery District, (BDD), the design team created an extensive green 
roof over the building that links the CCRB to the The University of Minnesota Center Of 
Immunology.

 > The outdoor deck connects staff and researchers from several buildings onto a 
collaborative outdoor space.

 > The green roof plan mimics the main building entrance’s distinct egg shape and 
arching patterns

 > Simple and elegantly detailed elements of planting, walls and furnishings create a 
distinctive place to gather

 > The intensive green roof provides stormwater benefits

Cancer + Cardiovascular and Research Building (CCRB) Green Roof
University of Minnesota



A collegiate entrance experience now greets visitors and students at Normandale 
Community College.  The Landscape Architect established a vision for an entrance 
experience with a collegiate feel, while also providing traffic calming, improved traffic 
flow, and wayfinding. 

 > Collegiate site plan enhances entry experience and school identity

 > Pedestrian circulation and safety enhancements 

 > Complementary landscaping to ehance the student & visitor parking experience

 > Accommodates 900+ student and visitor cars

 > Native focused landscaping, and stormwater bioswales to treat runoff

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Normandale Community 
College - Bloomington, MN

 + Budget: $1,500,000
 + Size: 6 acres
 + Completed: 2018

REFERENCE
Patrick Buhl, Assoc. Vice President of Operations 
Normandale Community College
Phone: 952-358-8595
E-mail: Patrick.Buhl@normandale.edu

Campus Entry & Parking Lot Replacement
Normandale Community College 



Consolidating space to increase efficiency on campuses is common today in the 
Minnesota State Colleges & Universities System. This project will demolish the existing 
Memorial and Plaza Hall buildings. As a result the campus will gain an expanded and 
redesigned quadrangle for outdoor learning, art display, building access, student lounge, 
and other passive outdoor uses. 

 > Pedestrian circulation doubles as emergency access route

 > Angular design selected by college from 3 concepts to add creative interest

 > Student lounge and outdoor art spaces will get students learning and engaging with 
the outdoors 

 > Native focused landscaping, and stormwater raingardens to treat runoff

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Rochester Community 
& Technical College

 + Budget: $22,800,000
 + Size: 2 acres
 + Completed: 2019 (anticipated)

REFERENCE
Shayn Jensson
Facilities Project Manager
(o) 507.280.2955 | (c) 507.358.3148 
shayn.jensson@rctc.edu

Building Addition & Expanded Courtyard
Rochester Community Technical College



The new Academic Learning Center will replace and modernize the former Hagg-Sauer 
Hall.  The smaller footprint building with a changed orientation is intended to help create 
a better connection between the university and Lake Bemidji.  With the removal of Hagg-
Sauer, the campus quadrangle will have an incredibly nice connection to Lake Bemidji.

The project also creates an outdoor learning environment using natural vegetation that 
will help treat storm runoff from the campus before it reaches Lake Bemidji.  One of the 
project goals is to interrupt the stormwater’s natural flow, treat the runoff and actually 
improve the water’s quality before it enters the lake.

 > Pedestrian connectivity forms a newly expanded lakeside quad

 > Manicured quad lawn is framed by all native plantings

 > Student lounge and outdoor learning spaces will get students learning and 
engaging with the outdoors 

 > Native pines are intended to re-establish the once prominent pine forest edge that 
surrounded the lake

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Bemidji State University
 + Budget: $18,100,000
 + Size: 2.5 acres
 + Completed: 2020 (anticipated)

REFERENCE
Karen Snorek
Vice President for Finance & Administration
(218) 755-201
karen.snorek@bemidjistate.edu

Hagg-Sauer Academic Learning Center
Bemidji State University



PROJECT FACTS: 
 + Design Build
 + Completed: Fall 2017
 + AC:
 + Budget:

REFERENCE: 
Wycliffe O Waganda, Project Manager
waganda@umn.edu
612-626-3268 

Ann C. Edgerton, CDC Director
edgerton010@umn.edusize, 1
612-626-3273

Cancer + Cardiovascular Research Building
University of Minnesota

Child Development Center - Play Yard
University of Minnesota
The University’s award winning Child Care Center provides high quality child care for 
University of Minnesota staff and families.  It is associated with the University Institute 
of Child Development considered a national leader in child development research and 
teaching.  The play yard renovation reflects current research for healthy child brain and 
body development.  Specific goals were outlined and play environments were designed 
to meet these requirements.  Certification by the state of Minnesota was met to provide 
continued accreditation for the Center. 

 > Natural logs provide a nature based play environment for climbing, jumping , 
balance and water play

 > Outdoor theater composed of rocks and platforms support creative play

 > Log trough provides water play and creates a natural stream bed for exploration

 > Continuous loop for tricycles, engages changes in elevation and direction

 > Edible landscape and growing beds for food learning and growing 

 > Wood Structures provide quiet spaces for play



St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel Addition
University of St. Thomas

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of St. Thomas -  
Saint Paul, MN

 + Completed: In Progress

REFERENCE
Jim Brummer, Associate Vice 
President for Facilities 
University of St. Thomas
Phone: 651-962-6595
E-mail: brum4505@stthomas.edu 

As the oldest building on the University of St. Thomas campus, the historic chapel, 
designed by Emmanuel Louis Masqueray, continues to be a place for important 
celebrations.  Contemporary ceremonies have become increasingly difficult to host in 
such a historic building as it does not meet current accessibility standards or offer the 
modern amenities required for weddings and other celebrations for people of all faiths.  
A plan was created to build a new space for support services, offices and much needed 
banquet spaces, however, any new vertical construction would affect critical views of 
the historic chapel, so it was decided to push these spaces underground and create a 
modern building that would contrast from the Chapel.

 > Damon Farber led the site design effort to create an ADA accessible plaza in front 
of the church that would provide a much needed spill out area but also a new sense 
of arrival for visitors.    

 > A terraced garden allows ADA access from the upper quad of the campus and 
provided important support space for the new banquet facility.   

 > The dramatic outdoor terrace also creates a new amenity for the University to 
provide programming for student life, outdoor classroom space and casual 
gathering areas for residents in nearby student housing.

Image courtesy of Opus AE Group



Campus Landscape Master Plan
Minnesota State University Moorhead

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Minnesota State University Moorhead
 + Size: 120 Acres
 + Completed: 2013

REFERENCE
Jan Mahoney
Vice President Finance & Administration
Minnesota State University Moorhead
Phone: 218-477-2243

Damon Farber led the Landscape Master Plan process which involved a core group of 
participants from the faculty, facility management staff and the neighborhood to create a 
thorough master plan document vital to the success of the university. The Master Planning 
team worked together over the course of six months to address everything from entries 
and gateways, down to paving materials to be used in the campus mall.

 > Serves to outline opportunities to build upon the underlying campus structure to 
create a cohesive network of open spaces linked by a central pedestrian “Spine”. 

 > The plan highlights the importance of key features and their prominence in creating 
a visually aesthetic campus including gateways, edges, sustainable features, 
academics, residential life, and athletics. 

 > Improvements to each core area were organized to improve safety, promote 
collegiality and to create quality outdoor spaces for living, learning and recreational 
opportunities. 

 > The final master plan document is intended as a flexible tool that will guide future 
improvements in and around campus for the current and next generation of 
students, faculty, alumni, and neighbors.



Clinics and Surgery Center
University of Minnesota

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of Minnesota 
Twin Cities Campus

 + Budget: $165 Million Dollars
 + Size: 5 acres, 5 Stories, 342,000 sf
 + Completed: 2015
 + MN B3 Sustainable Building Guidelines 

REFERENCE
Monique MacKenzie, Director of Planning
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612.624-3565
E-mail: moniquem@umn.edu

The Clinics and Surgery Center at the University of Minnesota introduces a state of the 
art facility delivering innovative outpatient services.  The urban location adjacent to the 
Mississippi River provided a context of layered limestone bluffs and native landscape 
which became the inspiration for the landscape design. 

 > A series of courtyards and patios are designed to provide patients, families, and 
staff with places of respite. 

 > The utilization of native planting and local stone were integrated to connect people 
to a constructed nature and provide spaces within to wait, converse and have 
coffee. 

 > Focal elements and a seasonally changing landscape create a year round 
experience viewed from within the building or experienced as a pedestrian. 

 > Careful attention to the streetscape blends with the traditional neighborhood 
to provide a safe and visually appealing link to the river, neighborhood and the 
university campus.



Microbiology Research Facility
University of Minnesota

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Minneapolis Campus
 + Size: 5 acres
 + Completed: 2015
 + MN B3 Sustainable Building Guidelines

REFERENCE
Monique MacKenzie, Director of Planning
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612.624-3565
E-mail: moniquem@umn.edu

The final building of the University of Minnesota’s $292 million Biomedical Discovery 
District was made possible with the approval of a bond issue for the 80,000-square-foot 
$63 million Microbiology Research Facility.  

 > The new facility includes labs, offices, collaborative “hotel” work areas and support 
spaces for the study of infectious diseases and the  development of new drugs and 
vaccines. 

 > It houses the university’s Department of Microbiology as well as faculty from many 
other disciplines, colleges and schools within its Academic Health Center.



Tashjian Bee and Pollination Discovery Center
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
This facility introduces visitors to the life-cycle of pollinators, their importance within 
our world and how we as citizens can support their health.  Gardens were specifically 
designed to be floral rich with native plants and cultivars to clearly demonstrate how 
specific plants support specific pollinator species and some plant cultivars do not support 
pollinators.  The garden encourages exploration and observation in an informal setting 
for self discovery and for school field trips and adult learning workshops.    

 > Exhibit space reveals the story of pollinators, while inviting visitors to sense the 
world from the vantage point of the bees. 

 > Interior program spaces are connected to an outdoor environment that features 
demonstration pollinator gardens and bee hives.

 > Self directed learning is guided through a series of interpretive signs highlighting 
specific learning objectives within each garden such as different flowers forms 
attract different types of bees and how to create a lawn that is friendly to bees and 
to people.  

 > Open lawn areas provide flexible spaces for classrooms and to accommodate 
events. 

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: Chaska, MN
 + Completed: 2016
 + Size: 5,600 sf
 + Minnesota B3 Certified

REFERENCE
Peter Moe,  Director
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
952.443.1400



PROJECT FACTS: 
 + Location: St. Paul Campus
 + Construction Budget: $300,00
 + Completed 2017

REFERENCE: 
James Litsheim, AIA 
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone:612-624-4359
Email: litsh002@umn.edu

Eldon Siehl Plaza and Garden 
University of Minnesota

The plaza and garden honor recipients of the Siehl Prize, which recognizes professional 
excellence in agriculture.  Located beneath native oak trees, this campus crossroads 
creates four garden quadrants, each reflects a specific perspective from Minnesota 
native plants to current research of sustainable practices and pollinator friendly plants.  
Working closely with the sculptor, a bronze statue of Norman Borlaug, Nobel Laureate 
and central figure in the ‘green revolution” becomes a focal for the plaza. The Plaza 
detailed with granite pavers engraved with recipient names provides an informal meeting 
place for students, professors and the community.  

 > Gardens include native plants, those used by indigenous people, plants used by 
early settlers to the region, the development of genetically modified seeds first 
developed at the University of Minnesota and current research on native plants and 
pollinator species. 

 > Minnesota granite engraved pavers, galvanized steel sign and bench frames with 
reclaimed cedar seats reflect an agrarian history and speciality lighting representing 
stalks of wheat . 



Bee Research Laboratory
University of Minnesota

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: St. Paul Campus
 + Site Landscape: $150,000 
 + Completion: Fall 2016
 + MN B3 Sustainable Building Guidelines

REFERENCE
Marc Partridge, AIA Design Manager 
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612.626-5907
E-mail: partr019@umn.edu

Creating a new facility was paramount for the University of Minnesota to support the 
world class research within the Entomology Department. The site design creates a 
living laboratory for use by researchers, students, amateur bee keepers and the public 
A public demonstration garden provides an opportunity to display the use of native and 
adaptive plants within a garden setting to support pollinators, native and honey bees.  
Specifically designed areas provide secure places for researchers to observe bee and 
pollinator behavior and care for bees and bee hives used in research. 

 > Integration of the site and landscape design within the overall campus character.

 > Integrated and innovated stormwater management system captures roof runnoff 
into a cistern for reuse in the irrigation system. Rainwater gardens provide specific 
habitat for pollinator plants. 

 > Selection of native plants provide year interest with emphasis on a floral rich 
landscape to support the life-cycle of native pollinators and honey bees. 

 > Outdoor patios and seating areas create opportunities for the public, students and 
researchers to gather for learning, observing and collaboration. 

 > Integration of public art

Bee Research Laboratory
University of Minnesota

PROJECT FACTS
 + Location: University of Minnesota 
St. Paul Campus

 + 6 MIL Project Budget
 + Site Landscape: $150,000 
 + MN B3 Sustainable Building Guidelines
 + Completion: Fall 2016

REFERENCE
Marc Partridge, AIA Design Manager 
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612.626-5907
E-mail: partr019@umn.edu

Creating a new facility was paramount for the University of Minnesota to support the 
world class research within the Entomology Department. The site design creates a 
living laboratory for use by researchers, students, amateur bee keepers and the public 
A public demonstration garden provides an opportunity to display the use of native and 
adaptive plants within a garden setting to support pollinators, native and honey bees.  
Specifically designed areas provide secure places for researchers to observe bee and 
pollinator behavior and care for bees and bee hives used in research. 

 > Integration of the site and landscape design within the overall campus character.

 > Integrated and innovated stormwater management system captures roof runnoff 
into a cistern for reuse in the irrigation system. Rainwater gardens provide specific 
habitat for pollinator plants. 

 > Selection of native plants provide year interest with emphasis on a floral rich 
landscape to support the life-cycle of native pollinators and honey bees. 

 > Outdoor patios and seating areas create opportunities for the public, students and 
researchers to gather for learning, observing and collaboration. 

 > Integration of public art

Bee Lab
PROJECT FACTS

 + Location: University of Minnesota 
St. Paul  Campus

 + Budget:  
 + MN B3 Sustainable Standards
 + Estimated Completion: Fall 2016

REFERENCE
Marc Partridge, AIA Design Manager 
University of Minnesota Capital Planning
Phone: 612.626-5907
E-mail: partr019@umn.edu

Creating a new facility was paramount for the University of Minnesota to support the 
world class research within the Entomology Department.  The site design creates a 
living laboratory for use by researchers, students, amateur bee keepers and the public 
A public demonstration garden provides an opportunity to display the use of native and 
adaptive plants within a garden setting to support pollinators, native and honey bees.   
Specifically designed areas provide secure places for researchers to observe bee and 
pollinator behavior and care for bees and bee hives used  in research. 

 > Integration of the site and landscape design within the overall campus character.

 > Integrated and innovated stormwater management system captures roof runnoff 
into a cistern for reuse in the irrigation system.  Rainwater gardens provide specific 
habitat for pollinator plants.  Selection of native plants provide  year interest with 
emphasis on a floral rich landscape to support the life-cycle of native pollinators 
and honey bees.  

 > Outdoor patios and seating areas create opportunities for the public, students and 
researchers to gather for learning, observing and collaboration.  



Tom Whitlock, PLA, ASLA
Principal Landscape Architect

Credentials
 > Registered Landscape Architect: MN 26292
 > Minneapolis Downtown Experience Committee Chairperson
 > Minneapolis Downtown Council Board Member
 > Minneapolis Regional Chamber of Commerce Board Member
 > Urban Land Institute Member
 > AIA Allied Member
 > ASLA-MN Trustee and Past President

Education
 > BLA Landscape Architecture - University of Minnesota
 > BED Environmental Design - University of Minnesota

Awards
 > American Society of Landscape Architects Minnesota:

 + Carlton Science Center at 3M World Headquarters,  
Merit Award 2017 

 + Central Park - City of Maple Grove, Merit Award 2017
 + Hanifl Family Wild Woods Nature Based Playground - Minnesota 
Zoo, Merit Award 2016 

 + Nic on Fifth Residential Tower, Merit Award 2015
 + University of Minnesota Cancer + Cardiovascular Research 
Building, Award of Excellence 2014

 + Fairview/Amplatz Children’s Hospital at the University of Minnesota - 
Minneapolis, MN, Merit Award 2014

 + Ramsey County Roseville Library, Honor Award 2012
 + Woodland Adventure Playground - Minnesota Zoo, Merit Award 2012
 + Town Green Park - Maple Grove, MN, Merit Award 2011
 + Grand Forks Greenway - Grand Forks, ND, Merit Award 2008
 + The Town Green at Excelsior & Grand - St. Louis Park, MN, Merit 
Award 2007

 > Southern MN Scene Magazine: Vetter Stone Amphitheater 
in Mankato, MN, Best Place for Live Music 2013

 > Nation’s 1st LEED-ND (Neighborhood Design) Excelsior & Grand, 2005

Tom Whitlock is President of 
Damon Farber, and has over 

twenty years of extensive experience 
working collaboratively with public 

and private clients on award winning 
projects across the Midwest. As principal-

in-charge, he is responsible for ensuring that the firms design work 
exceeds the expectation of all project stakeholders.  Tom has earned 
a strong reputation as a valuable leader and an effective collaborator.

Tom is leading Damon Farber by honoring the design forward and client 
centered service that has made it a top landscape architecture and site 
planning firm in the Midwest. He has been an integral part of Damon 
Farber since 1993, and became President in the spring of 2011. 
Tom’s work has been recognized by ASLA, AIA and ULI.  A University 
of Minnesota alum, he remains tied to the College of Landscape 
Architecture and has been published in Landscape Architecture 
Magazine, Architecture Minnesota, Architecture Week and Fabric 
Architecture.

Higher Education Resume

Relevant Experience
 > Bemidji State University Academic Learning Center - Bemidji, MN
 > Bethany Lutheran College Master Plan, Mankato, MN
 > Minnesota State University Mankato Master Plan
 > Minnesota State University Moorhead Landscape Master Plan
 > University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
 > University of Minnesota Morris Science Building
 > University of Minnesota - Twin Cities Campuses: 

 + Biomedical Discovery District Pre-design
 + Cancer + Cardiovascular Research Building
 + Clinics and Surgery Center 
 + Undergraduate Chemistry Teaching Labs Predesign

 > University of St. Thomas 
 + Athletic & Recreation Complex
 + Student Center



Jean Garbarini is a registered 
Landscape Architect with Historic 

Landscape Architect Qualifications, 
and Principal with Damon Farber 

Landscape Architects. Jean has over 
twenty five years of experience on a wide 

range of projects, including community master planning, campus 
planning and design, park design, public landscapes, and cultural 
landscapes.  Jean is known for her involvement in multifaceted projects 
involving both contemporary and historic sites. Her work on cultural 
landscapes includes analysis, design and construction for public and 
private clients. 

Her award-winning work includes a major urban park revitalization in 
a restored north Minneapolis neighborhood, an urban mid-century 
modern courtyard landscape restoration, a new campus for a major 
Minnesota Corporation’s local expansion and several other public 
spaces.  Jean received an ASLA-MN Honor award for her efforts 
documenting a Historic American Landscapes Survey for a National 
Historic Landmark in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  She is a frequent guest 
lecturer at the University of Minnesota School of Design.

 Credentials
 > Registered Landscape Architect: MN 26234, WI 658-14                                                                      
 > Meets the National Park Service’s professional 

qualification standard for Historic Landscape 
Architect, as part of the Secretary of Interior’s 
standards for the treatment of historic properties

 > University of Minnesota visiting design critic
 > University of Minnesota guest lecturer

Education
 > Bachelor of Landscape Architecture - University of Minnesota

Jean Garbarini, PLA, ASLA
Principal Landscape Architect

Awards
 > American Society of Landscape Architects Minnesota: 

 + Central Park - City of Maple Grove, Merit Award 2017 
 + National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers: Historic American 
Landscapes Survey (HALS), Merit Award 2013

 + Benedicta Arts Center Courtyard, Merit Award 2010
 +  Medtronic Cardiac Rhythm Disease Management Campus, Merit 
Award 2007

 + St. Anthony Village Flood Control Project, Merit Award 2005
 + Private Residence on Kenilworth Creek, Merit Award 2003
 + Minneapolis Near Northside Master Plan, Award of Excellence 2003

 > Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) and 
Preservation Alliance of Minnesota, River Towers Condominiums 
Courtyard Restoration, Preservation Awards 2006

Higher Education Resume

Relevant Experience
 > Bethel University Quadrangle Master Plan, St. Paul, MN*
 > Northwestern College Master Plan and 

Expansion, Arden Hills, MN*
 > University of Minnesota - Twin Cities Campuses

 + Physics and Nanotechnology Building
* Projects with Close Landscape Architecture 



A seasoned Landscape Architect 
with nearly 20 years of experience; 

Chuck’s work over his career has 
focused on the creation of unique, 

sustainable and complementary 
environments.  A core team member at 

Damon Farber since 2001, and an integral part of the firm’s growth, 
he designs creative outdoor spaces for people.  He continues to 
build a strong legacy of award winning designs in collaboration with 
clients, consultants and peers.  

Chuck finds creative ways to achieve client’s goals, and opportunities 
to optimize sites, enhance connectivity, and maintain a balanced 
environment.  He has honed his passion for design precision,  clarity 
of organization, and has a keen eye for complementary materials, 
colors, and textures.  He believes the built environment adds value 
and improves our quality of life, and he seeks intelligent ways to 
create strong relationships among spaces to enhance the places we 
live, work and recreate. 

Credentials
 > Registered Landscape Architect: MN 50575
 > AIA MN Allied Member
 > Architecture Minnesota magazine committee member
 > Saint Paul Parks & Recreation Comprehensive 

Plan Update Taskforce Former Member
 > Minneapolis Blend Awards Juror

Education
 > BA Environmental Design & BA Landscape 

Architecture - North Dakota State University
 > European Study Abroad Program

Chuck Evens, PLA
Senior Landscape Architect

Awards
 > American Society of Landscape Architects Minnesota:

 + Carlton Science Center at 3M World Headquarters,  
Merit Award 2017

 + Central Park - City of Maple Grove, Merit Award 2017
 + University of St Thomas Anderson Student Center, Monahan Plaza, 
Anderson Athletic & Recreation Complex, Fowler Veranda, and 
Quadrangle Renovation, Merit Award 2015

 + University of Minnesota Cancer + Cardiovascular Research 
Building, Award of Excellence 2014

 + Lifetime Fitness Landscape Design Guidelines, Merit Award 2013
 + Target Site Design Guidelines, Merit Award 2010
 + Market Square Park, Village at Mendota Heights, MN,  
Merit Award 2007

 > Southern MN Scene Magazine’s Best Place for Live Music: 
Vetter Stone Amphitheater - Mankato, MN 2013

 > Environments for Aging Award, Friendship Village 
Fitness Center - Bloomington, MN 2012

Relevant Experience
 > University of St. Thomas - St. Paul, MN

 +  Anderson Athletic & Recreation Complex
 +  Anderson Student Center
 +  Campus Master Plan
 +  Peace Garden Renovation
 + Quadrangle Redesign & Renovation - St. Paul, MN 
 + Historic Grotto Renovation & Expansion Concept

 > Bemidji State University, Academic Learning Center - Bemidji, MN
 > Normandale Community College Campus Entry & Parking
 > Rochester Community and Technical College Courtyard
 > University of Minnesota - Twin Cities Campuses

 + Biomedical Discovery District Predesign
 +  Cancer + Cardiovascular Research Building

 > University of Nebraska Abel Sandoz Dining Facility 
& Residence Hall Courtyard - Lincoln, NE

Higher Education Resume



Higher Education Resume

Awards
 > American Society of Landscape Architects Minnesota:

 + Carlton Science Center at 3M World Headquarters,  
Merit Award 2017 

 + Central Park - City of Maple Grove, Merit Award 2017
 + Hanifl Family Wild Woods Nature Based Playground - Minnesota 
Zoo, Merit Award 2016

 + University of Minnesota Cancer + Cardiovascular Research 
Building, Award of Excellence 2014

 + University of St Thomas Anderson Student Center, Monahan Plaza, 
Anderson Athletic & Recreation Complex, Fowler Veranda, and 
Quadrangle Renovation, Merit Award 2015

 + Ramsey County Roseville Library, Honor Award 2012

Lance Schuer, PLA, LEED AP
Senior Landscape Architect

Credentials
 > Registered Landscape Architect: MN 50049
 > AIA MN Allied Member
 > Minnesota Design Team Committee

Education
 > Bachelor of Landscape Architecture - 

North Dakota State University 
 > Bachelor of Science Environmental Design 

- North Dakota State University

Lance brings his passion 
for design and collaboration 

to all his projects at Damon 
Farber Landscape Architects. His 

determined and outgoing personality 
is vital to the success of his numerous 

award-winning projects. His commitment to partnering with client 
groups, translating stakeholder input into visionary plans, and 
positive attitude make Lance an important component of any project 
team. Lance works closely with multi-disciplinary teams to develop 
innovative, meaningful spaces.

As a LEED Accredited Professional, Lance’s ethical approach 
to design solutions emphasizes environmental stewardship and 
promotes healthy living. Throughout his work, Lance has always had 
interest in creating strong graphic presentations for a project from 
the very beginning, and creating distinctive, site specific details that 
both enhance the experience for users and enforce the conceptual 
vision. 

Experience
 > University of Minnesota - Twin Cities Campuses: 

 + Athlete’s Village
 + Biomedical Discovery District Phase II
 + Cardiovascular and Cancer Research Building
 + Clinics and Surgery Center
 + Microbiology Research Facility
 + Poultry Laboratory (outstate research facility)
 + Veterinary Isolation Laboratory
 + Superlbock Study
 + Southwest Plaza

 > University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum
 + Entry Drive & Gatehouse - Chanhassen, MN
 + Hsiao-Ho Chinese Garden Predesign & Phase One
 + 3 Mile Drive Rest Stops

 > University of Nebraska Abel Sandoz Dining 
Facility & Residence Hall Courtyard

 > University of St. Thomas - St. Paul, MN
 + Anderson Athletic & Recreation Complex
 + Anderson Student Center
 + Quadrangle Redesign & Renovation

 > Minnesota State University Mankato Master 
Plan Update - Mankato, MN




